
Check against delivery! 

 

 
 

Statement by  

the Republic of Slovenia  
at the  

2nd International Conference of the EWIPA Declaration – General Debate 

 

San José, 19-20 November 2025 

 
 
Allow me to begin by expressing Slovenia’s deep appreciation to the Government of 
Costa Rica for hosting this important second International Conference on the Political 
Declaration on the Use of Explosive Weapons in Populated Areas. We also extend our 
gratitude to Ireland and Norway for their continued leadership in bringing this vital 
initiative to life. 
 
Slovenia has been a strong supporter of the EWIPA initiative since its inception. We 
have consistently advocated for stronger international norms and collective action to 
prevent the devastating humanitarian consequences caused by the use of explosive 
weapons in populated areas. 
 
Today, as we meet in San José, the urgency of our work could not be more evident. 
Around the world – in Ukraine, Gaza, Sudan and in too many other places – we witness 
the immense human suffering caused when heavy explosive weapons are used in 
cities, towns and other populated areas. The loss of civilian lives, the destruction of 
homes, schools, hospitals and essential infrastructure, including water infrastructure, 
as well as environmental degradation remind us that international humanitarian law is 
not an abstract concept – it is the foundation of our shared humanity. 
 
Slovenia firmly believes that the Political Declaration on EWIPA provides a crucial 
framework for preventing such suffering and damage. It strengthens the protection of 
civilians by committing states to review and adapt their military policies, practices, 
trainings and doctrines. But implementation is key, including through the exchange of 
national implementation measures, good practices and lessons learned between the 
military legal advisers of States. We must translate our commitments into concrete 
national and multilateral action. 
 
In this regard, Slovenia would like to highlight the synergies between this initiative and 
the ICRC’s Global Initiative to Galvanize Political Commitment to International 
Humanitarian Law, in which Slovenia has the honour of co-chairing Workstream 4 on 
the Protection of Civilian Infrastructure, together with Algeria, Costa Rica and Sierra 
Leone. Our joint efforts aim to ensure that essential services – such as water and 
energy – remain operational, and civilians protected, even amid armed conflict. During 
the second round of state consultations on protecting civilian infrastructure two weeks 
ago, responsible military planning and targeting was discussed. 
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As a non-permanent member of the UN Security Council, Slovenia places the 
protection of civilians at the very heart of its agenda. It was in this spirit that Slovenia 
launched the Global Alliance to Spare Water from Armed Conflict, an initiative aimed 
at mobilizing global action to protect water resources and systems from the devastating 
impacts of warfare. The Alliance brings together states, international organizations and 
civil society to strengthen compliance with international humanitarian law, raise 
awareness of the human and environmental costs of attacks on water infrastructure 
and promote practical measures to safeguard access to this most essential resource 
– water – even in times of war. 
 
Protecting civilians and maintaining the resilience of essential systems are two sides 
of the same coin. When infrastructure collapses, humanitarian suffering multiplies and 
the road to recovery becomes far longer and harder. 
 
Slovenia reaffirms its unwavering commitment to promoting respect for international 
humanitarian law, strengthening accountability and supporting the practical 
implementation of the EWIPA Declaration. We call upon all states to translate the 
commitments into real protection on the ground, to bring hope to those who endure the 
unimaginable, and to work towards the universalization of the Declaration, ensuring its 
principles are upheld globally. 
 


