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Excellencies, Distinguished delegates,

First of all, I wish to congratulate Costa Rica for hosting the Second
Conference of the EWIPA Declaration. We welcome your active
engagement and leadership in these discussions. You can rest assured of
Italy’s full support.

Distinguished delegates,

Addressing the use of explosive weapons in populated areas remains
a pressing humanitarian challenge. Not only can the use of such weapons
injure or kill civilians, but their impact on critical civilian infrastructures
may also have indirect and long-term effects, resulting in the disruption of
essential services and hindering access to adequate medical care and
appropriate education.

The EWIPA Declaration addresses both challenges. Together with
other major humanitarian instruments, it reminds us of the paramount
importance of protecting civilians, in particular the most vulnerable groups,
notably women, children, the elderly, and persons with disabilities, as well
as humanitarian aid workers and journalists. I am proud to recall that Italy
has been a signatory State since the very beginning, three years ago, in line
with our country’s long-standing and resolute commitment to humanitarian
assistance.

At times of dramatic conflicts worldwide, in a context where emerging
technologies play an increasing role in warfare, we must ensure that the
principles of International Humanitarian Law remain at the forefront of our
collective efforts.

The growing urbanisation of warfare puts civilian lives at great risk,
and the unprovoked and illegal Russian war of aggression against Ukraine



tragically reminds us of this every day. I wish to take this opportunity to
reaffirm our solidarity with the people of Ukraine, who continue to suffer
from the indiscriminate use of explosive weapons by the Russian military.
In this context, I also wish to stress the urgent need for humanitarian
assistance to the population in Gaza and in Sudan.

Distinguished colleagues,

Today, we are gathered here to remember that international
cooperation is essential to provide concrete assistance to conflict-affected
populations and to share best practices. The strength of the EWIPA
Declaration lies in its inclusive approach. The contribution of international
organisations and civil society is vital to monitor the implementation of the
Declaration and to translate it into concrete recommendations.

Cooperation 1is also essential to collectively call for the
universalisation of the Political Declaration. To date, eighty-eight States
have endorsed it. This is an important sign of a broad attention to this issue.
However, this is not enough. Italy calls on non-signatory States to adhere to
the Declaration and to renew their commitment to the protection of civilians.

I thank you.



