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Excellencies, ladies, and gentlemen,  

 

Thank you for the opportunity to deliver this statement on behalf of the UN 

Inter-Agency Coordination Group on Mine Action1. 

 

Use of EWIPA, urban contamination and mine action  

 

In a well-known, but devastating statistic, when explosive weapons are used in 

populated areas, 90% of the casualties are civilians, particularly 

children. Immediate and long-term traumas continue to remind us of 

the unacceptable consequences caused by bringing conflicts to urbanized areas 

and centres.    

 

In addition, the use of explosive weapons in populated areas often results 

in high levels of explosive ordnance contamination which obstructs 

stabilization, recovery, and reconstruction efforts long after hostilities 

have ended. Clearing explosive ordnance in the rubble of Gaza, Sudan, 

Myanmar and Ukraine is expected to cost billions of dollars and likely to take 

decades based on our experience in other conflicts (3.5, 3.6). 

 

In the occupied Palestinian territory alone, an estimated 55-60 million tonnes 

of debris may be contaminated with explosive ordnance2.  While large-scale risk 

education has to continue, our priority is now to enable the mine action sector to 

surge and to secure approval to bring in critical explosive disposal equipment, 

enabling faster debris clearance and facilitating early recovery efforts. 

 

Mine action contribution to civilian protection  

 

The UN mine action sector, including UNMAS, UNICEF, UNDP, UNOPS, 

WFP, UN-Habitat, UNHCR, OHCHR and others, plays a central role in 

protecting civilians from the humanitarian consequences of explosive weapons 

in populated areas. By clearing explosive remnants of war, delivering risk 

                                                       
1 Members of the Group are listed here: https://www.mineaction.org/en/inter-agency-coordination-group-

members.  
2 See https://news.un.org/en/story/2025/10/1166141.  

https://www.mineaction.org/en/inter-agency-coordination-group-members
https://www.mineaction.org/en/inter-agency-coordination-group-members
https://news.un.org/en/story/2025/10/1166141


 
 

education, and supporting victims and affected communities, humanitarian mine 

action helps to restore safety, enable humanitarian access, contributes to the 

protection of all human rights, and lays the groundwork for early recovery and 

reconstruction, and accelerate the way towards durable solutions (1.6).   

 

Let me share some examples3 to anchor this statement in real settings:  

 

• In Gaza, the UN conducts explosive-hazard assessments of critical 

infrastructure and routes. This enables our partners to proceed safely with 

their critical humanitarian response, reconstruction, food delivery and 

needs assessments.   

• In South Sudan, mine action operations facilitate safe access to health 

facilities, water points, schools, and other critical infrastructure sites. 

• In Syria, clearance of explosive remnants of war is a key prerequisite to 

reestablishing basic services– vital to assisting in restoring normalcy and 

rebuilding essential systems after nearly a decade of conflict.   

 

Commitment to IHL, the Declaration and the Secretary-General’s 

Campaign 

 

We urge all Member States to use every diplomatic, political, and legal avenue 

to uphold international humanitarian law and to strengthen the protection of 

civilians from armed conflicts (2.1, 2.2, 2.3). In this regard, the implementation 

of the Political Declaration is critical to reduce civilian harm and prevent the 

unacceptable civilian suffering caused by the use of explosive weapons in cities, 

towns, and other populated areas. Upholding and advancing this Declaration 

will save lives.  

 

The Secretary-General’s campaign on humanitarian disarmament and mine 

action, launched in June4 this year, is a call for action: to protect civilians and 

promote adherence to humanitarian principles and international norms and 

instruments that provide the tools for protecting civilians, including the Political 

Declaration. We invite all Member States to join this effort.  

 

Conclusion 

 

The United Nations is committed to collaborating with all partners 

to implement the Political Declaration. We stand ready to provide the 

operational expertise required to turn Member States’ commitments into 

tangible actions. We urge States to ensure victims of explosive ordnance receive 

the urgent and comprehensive care they deserve, from life-saving surgical 

interventions to long-term rehabilitation and socioeconomic reintegration. 

                                                       
3 See the Report of the Secretary-General on Assistance in Mine Action (A/80/272).  
4 See https://www.un.org/sg/en/content/sg/statement/2025-06-16/statement-the-secretary-general-the-anti-

personnel-mine-ban-convention.  

https://www.un.org/sg/en/content/sg/statement/2025-06-16/statement-the-secretary-general-the-anti-personnel-mine-ban-convention
https://www.un.org/sg/en/content/sg/statement/2025-06-16/statement-the-secretary-general-the-anti-personnel-mine-ban-convention


 
 

 

Thank you. 
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