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Excellencies, ladies and gentlemen, 
 
I am delivering this statement on behalf of Action on Armed Violence - AOAV -  where on a daily basis 
we record the impact of explosive weapons on civilians. 
 
In 2024, AOAV recorded – from English language reputable media sources – some 67,026 deaths 
and injuries from explosive weapons globally. 
 
This was the highest number since our records began in 2010. It exceeded the number we recorded 
in 2023, which in itself was the previous highest number we had recorded.   
 
Perhaps it is also of regret to note that such harm has happened since the Dublin Political 
Commitment of 2022.  
 
Almost all of these incidents, needless to say, were by non signatories.  
 
89% of all those killed or injured from global explosive harm, almost 60,000 people, were civilians.  
 
41% of those reportedly died. 
 
The use of explosive weapons in populated areas had a particularly devastating effect. 95% of those 
reported killed or injured in such settings last year were civilians. 
 
Our analysis shows things are not getting better. Explosive weapon incidents surged by 29% last 
year. Civilian casualties were up by 69%. Civilian fatalities increased by 50% compared to 2023. 
 
And it is also worth noting that 97% of all the civilian casualties we recorded around the world from 
explosive violence were killed or injured in populated areas. 
 
The conflict in Gaza was a major contributor, with events there accounting for 59% of the global 
civilian casualties from explosive violence. Conflicts in regions like Sudan, Ukraine, Syria, and 
Myanmar also saw severe levels of civilian harm. 
 
Women and children were particularly affected, with reported casualties among women up by 25% 
and among children by 12% in 2024 from the year before. 
 
Air-launched weapons caused 54% of total civilian casualties in 2024. 90% of aerial attacks occurred 
in locations reported as populated. 
 
These are terrible and dark numbers, each one a shattered life or a broken family.  But we list them 
with the hope that these figures will focus our minds on the issue we have come to address this week 
here in a place blissfully far from much of such harm. 
 
Thank you. 
 

 


