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I speak on behalf of the Italian Association of Civilian Victims of War, a member of the International 

Network on Explosive Weapons and the coordinator in Italy of all organisations supporting the 

protection of civilians from the humanitarian consequences of explosive weapons. 

Madam Chair, distinguished delegates, 

The Italian Association of Civilian Victims of War wishes to reaffirm its strong support for the aims 

of the International Political Declaration on the use of explosive weapons in populated areas, 

emphasising the pivotal role of civilian victims in addressing the humanitarian consequences of 

armed conflict. 

The widespread use of explosive weapons in urban environments results in a predictable pattern of 

harm to individuals and communities: death, injury, widespread and permanent disability, as well as 

profound psychological and social trauma that endure far beyond the end of hostilities. Recent data 

indicates that in excess of 85% of casualties in populated areas are civilians; many find themselves 

living with acute vulnerabilities and conflict-related disabilities. This reality calls for a critical 

approach that transcends mere humanitarian assistance, recognising those affected as rights-

holders and active agents in recovery and rebuilding processes. 

Humanitarian access continues to be obstructed by the destruction of essential infrastructure, 

contamination by unexploded ordnance, and operational constraints that severely hinder the efforts 

of humanitarian actors. It is equally imperative to ensure the full inclusion of persons with disabilities 

in decision-making, assistance policies, and strategies for community resilience. Meaningful 

participation of victims and their representative organisations remains fundamental to the 

development of effective and inclusive policies. 

Drawing upon our experience in Italy, represented through our Association, we demonstrate that 

protection of civilian victims can be operationalised through structured measures: legal recognition, 

social welfare and rehabilitation services, the mandatory clearance of explosive remnants, full 

accessibility, and the empowerment and inclusion of victim organisations. Such frameworks may 

offer valuable models for international cooperation. 

Consequently, we reiterate our call on all States and stakeholders present to prioritise civilian 

protection and the delivery of inclusive assistance and justice in policies addressing the devastating 

impact of explosive weapons. Strengthened multilateral cooperation, the adoption of indicators that 



go beyond quantitative metrics, and the integration of victims’ perspectives in reconstruction and 

sustainable development programmes are essential. 

Only through recognising victims as agents of change can we transform vulnerability into a path 

towards rights, dignity, and full citizenship. Thank you. 

 


